Stereoselective construction of a steroid 5α,7α-oxymethylene derivative and its use in the synthesis of eplerenone.
A new and practical method for a stereoselective construction of a steroid 5α,7α-oxymethylene derivative has been developed and successfully applied to the stereoselective synthesis of eplerenone (8). Starting with available 11α-hydroxyl canrenone (1), eplerenone (8) was synthesised in seven steps with a 48% overall yield.